


The Eisenhower 
Expressway Study 
A Community Meeting to Update and Engage Oak Park Residents 



Abbreviated History 

1998 HOV 
Feasibility 

Study 



Objectives 
• Advocate for a multi-modal solution (e.g., a westward CTA 

Blue Line extension). 
 

• Ensure that any improvement is constructed within the 
footprint of the existing trench. 

 

• Support and advance concepts that expand bridge decking 
over the Ike (e.g., at Austin, Lombard, East, Oak Park 
Avenue, and/or Harlem). 

 

• Monitor study for compliance with applicable state and 
federal  laws intended to improve quality of life and avoid 
adverse impacts or, where such impacts are unavoidable, to 
minimize or mitigate them. 



Four IDOT Alternatives 

• New Lane from 
Mannheim to Austin 

 

• Lane Conversion from 
Austin to Racine * 

 

• Ramps Moved to 
Right and Elevated 
 

• Either Bus Rapid 
Transit or CTA Blue 
Line to Mannheim 
 

• Express Bus Service 
West of Mannheim 
 

Common Traits 

* Except General Purpose Alternative 

 













The Cap at Union Station 
                - Columbus, OH 





Key Concerns Today 
• Noise and air quality impacts associated with increased 

traffic and new ramp design shifting traffic closer to 
homes. 

 

• Proposed Interchanges  (e.g., Austin, Harlem) are not 
safe for pedestrians due to  added lanes and increased 
traffic volumes. 
 

• Opportunity to improve and expand bridge decking (e.g., 
reconnecting north and south segments of Oak Park 
Avenue) requires much greater design attention. 



Key Concerns Today 
• In order to offset the equity implications of road pricing 

strategies, pricing must include a dedicated transit 
revenue share. 

 

• Public engagement and outreach has been inadequate.  
 

• Certain IDOT findings and conclusions are not 
statistically supported. 
 



Looking Forward: IDOT Meetings 
Monday, October 7, 2013 
5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
Marriott Chicago - Medical District 
625 South Ashland Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60607 
(Just east of the Racine Blue Line Station) 
 

Tuesday, October 8, 2013 
5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
Proviso Math and Science Academy 
8601 Roosevelt Road 
Forest Park, Illinois 60130 
(Pace Bus route 301 and 308 stop at the south-west corner 
of the Academy) 
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