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) 
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) 

DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT

Title or Type of Document: ____________________________________________________ 
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Number of Pages (including notarial certificate): _____________
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      the foregoing instrument was subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) before me by: 
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 JURAT
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Notary NameDate
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Type of ID Presented
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WITNESS my hand and official seal. 
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Notary Commission Number:______________________ 
Notary Commission Expires:______________________ 
Notarized online using audio-video communication
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Brazoria

Michelle E Silvey
Johnny L Silvey

Notary Public, State of Texas
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Application for Zoning Variance 
 
August 27th, 2022 
 
Village of Oak Park Zoning Board 
123 Madison St 
Oak Park, IL 60302 
 
 
 
Dear Village of Oak Park Zoning Board, 
 
 We are writing to request a zoning variance associated with the replacement of the 
existing detached garage on our lot. The existing garage measures 20’ by 20’ with the garage 
access to the alley between Highland Ave and Cuyler Ave. The existing lot is between Harvard 
and Fillmore on the West side of Highland Ave. We are not sure when the garage was built but, 
it most likely is the original structure to the property. The garage has little room from side to 
side and from front to back and can barely fit two cars. The condition of our garage is poor with 
considerable concrete damage. The South-facing wall has a considerable lean and is 
compromising the structural integrity of the entire garage. Often during the winter the service 
door is unable to fully close. The garage across the alley West of ours is flush with the alley 
limiting our ability to safely maneuver the alley way – a wider garage would be safer.  
We also have a young family and would like to keep our bicycles and other recreational 
equipment safely inside our garage with proper access which is not currently possible. Our 
neighbors have been notified of our intended proposals, are supportive in improving our 
property and in agreement with our intentions.  
 
 
Kindest Regards, 
 
Michelle and John Silvey 
1115 Highland Ave 
Oak Park, IL  
60304 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Response to Approval Standards Section 
14.3 
 

1. A. The strict application of terms of this Ordinance will result in hardship unless the 
specified relief requested is granted. 
Personal safety. We believe a deeper garage would provide better safety, navigating the 
alley, allowing us to park more safely and for our children to have better access to 
recreational equipment within the garage. The average car is six feet, which should also 
have a safe door opening width on both sides of three feet with a total of at least 21 
feet to safely park and operate two vehicles.  
 

2. The particular physical surroundings, shape or topographical conditions of the specific 
property impose a particular hardship upon the owner, as distinguished from a mere 
inconvenience, if the strict letter of the regulations were to be carried out.  
We do not have enough physical space to meet the zoning requirement. The home was 
constructed prior to any greenspace restrictions or considerations for the homeowner. 
In order to increase greenspace utilization – we have planted a large vegetable garden 
and use living green foliage as groundcover throughout our property, we also 
responsibly utilize water reclamation by collecting rainwater for garden irrigation.  
 

3. The plight of the owner is due to unique circumstances inherent to the subject 
property and not from the personal situation of the owner and has not been created 
by any person presently having a proprietary interest in the property in question.  
We do not have enough physical space to meet current zoning requirements. We 
believe the slightly larger footprint that we propose will ensure us and our neighbors 
with better physical safety, particularly maneuvering vehicles in our alley. A safer and 
more improved function with the ability to park two cars and entering and existing with 
standard spacing. We also believe it will ensure our children with safer access to 
bicycles.  
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