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As a result of our survey of the South Town district, we determined that it did not meet
the requirements of a designated historic district. Although a number of the buildings
were constructed in the 1920s, the majority of them have undergone continuous
alterations in the intervening years, and there are many instances of demolition and infill
construction, also spanning the decades. The most common type of property we found
in the district is mixed-use commercial and residential, with partial or complete storefront
alterations dating from the early 1950s through the 1970s. However, South Town is also
home to several remarkable properties that we believe are potential individual Oak Park
landmarks. Although we do not believe the area qualifies to be an historic district at the
present time, it is certainly a place with architectural and historical interest, and we
wanted our survey findings to reflect its condition as an intensively used and
continuously evolving commercial hub in Oak Park.

Because we did not find South Town to be a cohesive historic district, we adapted the
“significant merit,” “merit,” and “no merit” determinations to describe the more fractured
architectural character of the area. The “significant merit” determination in our study
refers to those properties that we believe could be individual landmarks. There are
seven of these buildings in the district, and their character and periods of significance
vary widely, from the already landmarked Oddfellows Hall building from 1916 to the Oak
Park CTA Blue Line station from 1961. Five of these properties are clustered around the
Expressway, and two anchor the southern end of the district.

We used the “merit” distinction primarily to describe those buildings that we felt
contributed to the overall story of South Town as a district that underwent a great deal of
change in the middle of the 20™ century. In general, the buildings described as having
merit are early-20"™ century commercial or mixed-use properties with altered facades or
replacement storefronts, or buildings constructed in the mid-20" century. Our historic
research showed that this alteration and construction did not all happen at once, and
was not all a result of the 1961 construction of the Eisenhower Expressway and CTA
Blue Line, which bisect the district. Although we did not deem these buildings cohesive
enough in character, integrity, or historical merit to create an historic district, we do want
to highlight the fact that South Town has been a place of flux and continuous investment
since the beginning of the 20" century, probably as a result of its historic and continued
status as a gateway to Oak Park from the highway and mass transit line.

The “no merit” distinction was used to describe properties that did not contribute to any
historical interpretation of South Town. It was applied to buildings constructed within the
last 10 years or so highly altered that their historic qualities are unappreciable from the
street.
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Methodology

« Walking survey
* Photographic documentation
 Archival research

» Survey forms




Survey Area

Total buildings surveyed: 32

Significant Merit: 7
B Merit: 13
B No Merit: 12




District Character

« Early 20th century commercial buildings

» Extensive mid-century alterations

» Scattered demolition and infill

« Straddles the Eisenhower Expressway

« Several early 20th century potential landmarks

Looking south on Oak Park Ave. from Van Buren St.




No Merit: New Construction

919 S. Oak Park

917 S. Oak Park

825 S. Oak Park




No Merit: Altered or Infill

812-816 S. Oak Park

810 S. Oak Park

804 S. Oak Park




Merit: Mid-Century Construction or Alterations

900-910 S. Oak Park 815-813 S. Oak Park

820 S. Oak Park




Merit: Mid-Century Construction or Alterations

817 - 821 S. Oak Park
Built: 1922

Original use: mixed - The
Community Arcade




Merit: Early 20th Century Residential

/39 Van Buren
Built: 1910s
Serves original purpose as

apartment building




Significant Merit: Potential Landmarks

840 S. Oak Park

Built: 1905

Original use: Suburban Bank
1927 Addition: Significant Merit
1950 Addition: No Merit




Significant Merit: Potential Landmarks

833-841 S. Oak Park

Built: 1928

Architect: Peter Nielsen
Original use: storefronts and
“Suburban Apartments”




Significant Merit: Potential Landmarks

944-964 S. Oak Park

Built: 1925

Contractor: Sam Fishkin
Client: Nathan Schoenbard
Garden level store fonts




Significant Merit: Potential Landmarks

812 - 818 Harrison

Built: 1916

Original use: Oddfellows Hall
Builder: Harry Cotton

Designated Oak Park
Landmark, 2003




Significant Merit: Potential Landmarks

905 S. Oak Park

Built: 1926

Original owner: T.A. Holm
Original use: Real estate offices




Significant Merit: Potential Landmarks

945 S. Oak Park

Built: 1926

Original owner: Mabel
Sinclair

Original use: gas station




Significant Merit: Potential Landmarks

Oak Park Blue Line CTA stop




Conclusions

Limited number of resources demonstrating significant merit.
|solated meritorious examples within a non-contributing context.
Widespread demolition and alterations in recent decades.

No cohesive period of significance.

No identifiable thematic consistency.
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