
 
 
 

 
Resolutions & Letters of Support 
 
Village of Oak Park Resolution in support of an application for a United States 
Department of Transportation Tiger Discretionary Grant 
 
Timothy E. Gillian, Village Administrator 
Village of Forest Park 
 
Randall S. Blankenhorn, Acting Secretary 
Illinois Department of Transportation 
 
Donna Kush, Vice President, Public Affairs 
Union Pacific Railroad 
 
Jill Leary, Executive Director  
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning  
 
The Honorable Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senate 
 
The Honorable Danny K. Davis 
United State House of Representatives 
 
The Honorable Don Harmon 
Illinois State Senate 
 
The Honorable La Shawn K. Ford 
Illinois House of Representatives 
 
David Bennett, Executive Director  
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus  
 
Cathy Yen, Executive Director 
Oak Park River Forest Chamber of Commerce 
 
Sarah Gulseth, President 
Pleasant District Association 











 
 

 

 

 

 

May 14, 2015 

 

 

 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx  

Secretary of Transportation  

U.S. Department of Transportation,  

Office of the Secretary  

West Building—1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.  

Washington, D.C. 20590  

 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

 

On behalf of the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP), I am 

writing to support the TIGER grant application from the villages of Oak Park, 

River Forest, and Forest Park for the Harlem Avenue Multimodal Bridge 

Replacement project.  Our hope is that TIGER will provide funding to this 

worthy project, which will create local and regional mobility improvements 

that are paramount to economic, mobility, and community development goals 

of Western Cook County for the 21st Century. 

 

While enhancing regional mobility, access to jobs, and economic 

competitiveness, this project will have positive impacts for (1) rapid transit, (2) 

commuter rail, (3) bus, (4) automobile, (5) pedestrian, (6) bicycle, and (7) freight 

traffic.  The improvement of these facilities strengthens connections to jobs, 

education institutions, and other regional services. 

 

I appreciate the opportunity to submit this letter, and please do not hesitate to 

contact me if I can be of further assistance.  Thank you in advance for your 

consideration of this TIGER application. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jill Leary 

Interim Executive Director 
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                                                                                  May 18, 2015 

 

 
 

 
The Honorable Anthony R. Foxx, Secretary 

United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 
 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 
 

I write in support of the 2015 TIGER Grant application submitted by the Villages of Oak 

Park, River Forest and Forest Park, Illinois, for the Harlem Avenue Multimodal Bridge 

Replacement project.  If received, these funds will be dedicated to replacing the existing 

overpass bridge over Harlem Avenue, a principal arterial for western suburbs of Chicago.   
 

 Originally constructed in 1911, the current bridge configuration leads to congestion and 

inefficiencies for existing traffic patterns, and restricts access through the commercial corridors 

on the north and south sides of the intersection. Pedestrian facilities at the site are not ADA 

compliant and deteriorating sidewalks discourage pedestrian activity.  To address these problems, 

the proposed project includes the removal of the center and curbline columns.  The roadway will 

also be widened to accommodate two 10-foot travel lanes in each direction, plus a new left 

turning lane.  Pavements will be lowered to achieve a vertical clearance under the bridge of 14 

feet, 9 inches.  Intersection improvements will allow for increased capacity and safer operations 

for vehicles, pedestrians, buses, and trucks, which will enhance access to jobs, educational 

institutions and commercial districts.  Total project cost is estimated at $24 million.  Project 

proponents are requesting a $19.2 million TIGER grant to supplement a combined local match of 

$4.8 million.   
 



Please accept this letter in support of the TIGER application submitted by these 

communities.  Thank you in advance for your consideration.   

     



 
La Shawn K. Ford 

State Representative 

8
th

 District 
 

 
May 6, 2015 

 

 

The Honorable Anthony R. Foxx 

Secretary of Transportation 

Unites States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington D.C. 20590 

 

 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

 

I am happy to write this letter in support of the grant application for the villages of Oak Park, 

River Forest and Forest Park, Illinois for the Harlem Avenue Multimodal Bridge Replacement 

Project. We hope that he FY 2015 TIGER program will provide funding for this project, as it will 

create local and regional mobility improvements paramount to the economic, mobility and 

community development goals of Western Cook County, Illinois, for the 21st Century. 

 

This project will have positive impacts for: 1) rapid transit; 2) commuter rail; 3) bus; 4) 

automobile; 5) pedestrian; 6) bicycle; 7) freight train traffic; enhancing regional mobility, 

access to jobs, and economic competitiveness. The improvement of these facilities improves 

connections to jobs, educational institutions and other regional services. 

 

As one of the state Representatives serving the Harlem Avenue bridge area, I wish to thank 

you for the opportunity to submit this letter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of 

further assistance. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

  
La Shawn K. Ford  

State Representative – Eighth District 

 
 
Cc: Anan Abu-Taleb, Village President, Village of Oak Park 

      Catherine Adduci, Village President, Village of River Forest 

      Anthony Calderone, Mayor, Village of Forest Park 

CHICAGO OFFICE 

4800 W. CHICAGO AVE. 

CHICAGO, IL 60651 

773.378.5902 OFFICE 

773.378.5903 FAX 

repford@lashawnford.com 

 

CAPITOL OFFICE 

247-E STRATTON BUILDING 

SPRINGFIELD, IL 62706  

217.782.5962 OFFICE 

217.557.4502 FAX 



       Daniel J. McLaughlin 
       Mayor, Village of Orland Park 
       Executive Board Chairman 

         
       Rahm Emanuel 
       Mayor, City of Chicago 
       Executive Board Vice Chairman 
       
       Jim Holland 
       Mayor, Village of Frankfort 
       Executive Board Secretary 

             
 

  
 
 May 15, 2015 
 
 
 The Honorable Anthony R. Foxx 
 Secretary of Transportation 
 United States Department of Transportation 
 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
 Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
  Re: Harlem Avenue Multimodal Bridge Replacement TIGER Grant Application 
 
 Dear Secretary Foxx: 
  Please find this letter in support of the grant application from Villages of Oak Park, River Forest  
 and Forest Park for the Harlem Avenue Multimodal Bridge Replacement project.  It is our hope that the  
 FY 2015 TIGER program will provide funding to this project as it will create local and regional mobility 
 improvements paramount to economic, mobility, and community development goals of Western Cook  
 County for the 21st Century.  
 
  This project will have positive impacts for (1) rapid transit, (2) commuter rail, (3) bus, (4) automobile, 
 (5) pedestrian, (6) bicycle, and (7) freight traffic enhancing regional mobility, access to jobs, and economic  
 competitiveness.  The improvement of these facilities improves connections to jobs, education institutions  
 and other regional services.   
       
  On behalf of the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus, I thank you for the opportunity to submit this letter.   
 Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of further assistance. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 

  
 David E. Bennett 
 Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Chicago ∙ DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference ∙ Lake County Municipal League ∙ McHenry County Council of Governments 
Metro West Council of Governments ∙ Northwest Municipal Conference ∙ South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association 

Southwest Conference of Mayors ∙ West Central Municipal Conference ∙ Will County Governmental League 
 

233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800, Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Tel: 312.201.4505  Fax: 312.454.0411 

www.mayorscaucus.org 
 

http://www.mayorscaucus.org/


 
 

 
 
May 15, 2015 
 
Mr. Anthony R. Foxx 
Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx: 
 
Please find this letter in support of the grant application from Villages of Oak Park, River Forest, 
and Forest Park for the Harlem Avenue Multimodal Bridge Replacement project.  It is our hope that 
FY 2015 TIGER program will provide funding to this project as it will create local and regional 
mobility improvements paramount to economic, mobility, and community development goals of 
Western Cook County for the 21st Century.  
 
This project will have positive impacts for (1) rapid transit, (2) commuter rail, (3) bus, (4) 
automobile, (5) pedestrian, (6) bicycle, and (7) freight traffic enhancing regional mobility, access to 
jobs, and economic competitiveness.  The improvement of these facilities improves connections to 
jobs, education institutions, and other regional services.         
 
On behalf of Oak Park-River Forest Chamber of Commerce, I thank you for the opportunity to 
submit this letter.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of further assistance. 
Sincerely, 
 

 
  
Cathy Yen 
Executive Director 
OPRF Chamber of Commerce 
 
 



 
 
Sarah Gulseth, President, Pleasant District Association 
C/O West Cook YMCA 
255 S. Marion St., Oak Park, IL 60302 
May 15, 2015 

 
Mr. Anthony R. Foxx 
Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

Please find this letter in support of the grant application from Villages of Oak Park, 
River Forest, and Forest Park for the Harlem Avenue Multimodal Bridge Replacement 
project.  It is our hope that FY 2015 TIGER program will provide funding to this project 
as it will create local and regional mobility improvements paramount to economic, 
mobility, and community development goals of Western Cook County for the 21st 
Century.  

This project will have positive impacts for (1) rapid transit, (2) commuter rail, (3) bus, 
(4) automobile, (5) pedestrian, (6) bicycle, and (7) freight traffic enhancing regional 
mobility, access to jobs, and economic competitiveness.  The improvement of these 
facilities improves connections to jobs, education institutions, and other regional 
services.         

On behalf of the Pleasant District Association, I thank you for the opportunity to 
submit this letter.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of further 
assistance. 

Sincerely,  

Sarah Gulseth 
President, Pleasant District Association 
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