




RESOLUTION 16-03

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF AN APPLICATION FOR A UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TIGER DISCRETIONARY GRANT

WHEREAS, the Villages of River Forest, Oak Park, and Forest Park share jurisdictional

boundaries at the location of the Harlem Avenue viaduct; and

WHEREAS, in addition the area serves a major transportation corridor for vehicles,

Union Pacific, Metra, and the Chicago Transit Authority; and

WHEREAS, the Villages of River Forest, Oak Park, and Forest Park have been

previously awarded a grant to study the feasibility of improving the Harlem Avenue viaduct; and

WHEREAS, the Villages of River Forest, Oak Park, and Forest Park agree that the

improvements in the study should be constructed and now seek federal assistance to ensure the

project can be accomplished to protect the health, safety and welfare of the communities.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of Trustees of the

Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois, as follows:

Section 1: The Village Board supports the application for a United States Department

of Transportation TIGER Discretionary Act grant for improvements at the Harlem Avenue

viaduct in conjunction with the Villages of Oak Park and Forest Park.

Section 2: The Village Administrator is authorized to act on behalf of the Village in

the execution of documents relating to the application of the grant.

Section 3: This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage,

by a vote of a majority of the Corporate Authorities.



(Passed on a roll call vote of the Corporate Authorities on the 1 1 day of April, 2016

AYES: Trustees Cargie, Colwell-Steinke, Conti, Corsini, Dwyer, and Gibbs

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None

thAPPROVED by me this 11111 day of April, 2016

O/iilage President

ATTEST:

Village Clerk









 
 

 

 

 

 

March 23, 2016 

 

 

 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx  

Secretary of Transportation  

U.S. Department of Transportation,  

Office of the Secretary  

West Building—1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.  

Washington, D.C. 20590  

 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

 

On behalf of the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP), I am 

writing to support the TIGER grant application from the villages of Oak Park, 

River Forest, and Forest Park for the Harlem Avenue Multimodal Bridge 

Replacement project.  Our hope is that TIGER will provide funding to this 

worthy project, which will create local and regional mobility improvements that 

are paramount to economic, mobility, and community development goals for 

Western Cook County for the 21st Century. 

 

While enhancing regional mobility, access to jobs, and economic 

competitiveness, this project will have positive impacts for (1) rapid transit, (2) 

commuter Rail, (3) bus, (4) automobile, (5) pedestrian, (6) bicycle, and (7) freight 

traffic.  The improvement of these facilities strengthens connections to jobs, 

education institutions, and other regional services. 

 

I appreciate the opportunity to submit this letter, and please do not hesitate to 

contact me if I can be of further assistance.  Thank you in advance for your 

consideration of this TIGER application. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Joseph C. Szabo 

Executive Director 

 

TG:JCS/stk 





 

 

CONSTITUENT SERVICE OFFICE 
 

     6941-B  W. NORTH AVENUE 

     OAK PARK, ILLINOIS 60302 

     PHONE:  (708) 848-2002 

     FAX:   (708) 848-2022 

 

SPRINGFIELD OFFICE 
 

     329 CAPITOL BUILDING 

     SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62706 

     PHONE:   (217) 782-8176 

     FAX:   (217) 558-6013 

 

DHARMON@SENATEDEM.ILGA.GOV 

WWW.DONHARMON.ORG 

 

ILLINOIS STATE SENATE 
 

 
 

SENATOR DON HARMON 

PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 
 

39TH DISTRICT 

 

 

COMMITTEES: 
   

     EXECUTIVE – CHAIRMAN 
 

     ASSIGNMENTS  
 

     JUDICIARY 
 

      

JOINT COMMITTEE  

     ADMINISTRATIVE RULES  

     Co -Chairman 

      

 

      

 

 

                                                                    April 19, 2016 
 

 

 

The Honorable Anthony R. Foxx, Secretary 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

 

I write in support of the 2016 TIGER Grant application submitted by the 

Villages of Oak Park, River Forest and Forest Park, Illinois, for the Harlem Avenue 

Multimodal Bridge Replacement project.  If received, these funds will be dedicated to 

replacing the existing overpass bridge over Harlem Avenue, a principal arterial for 

western suburbs of Chicago.   

 

 Originally constructed in 1911, the current bridge configuration leads to 

congestion and inefficiencies for existing traffic patterns, and restricts access through 

the commercial corridors on the north and south sides of the intersection. Pedestrian 

facilities at the site are not ADA compliant and deteriorating sidewalks discourage 

pedestrian activity.   

 

To address these problems, the proposed project includes the removal of the 

center and curbline columns.  The roadway will also be widened to accommodate two 

10-foot travel lanes in each direction, plus a new left turning lane.  Pavements will be 

lowered to achieve a vertical clearance under the bridge of 14 feet, 9 inches.  

Intersection improvements will allow for increased capacity and safer operations for 

vehicles, pedestrians, buses, and trucks, which will enhance access to jobs, educational 



institutions and commercial districts.  Total project cost is estimated at roughly $27 

million.  Project proponents are requesting an approximately $21 million TIGER grant 

to supplement a combined local match of $6 million.   

 

Please accept this letter in support of the TIGER application submitted by these 

communities.  Thank you in advance for your consideration.   

 

      
 



 

 

 
La Shawn K. Ford 

State Representative 

8th District 
 

April 23, 2016  

 

 

Mr. Anthony R. Foxx 

Secretary of Transportation 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

 

 

Please find this letter in support of the grant application from Villages of Oak Park, River Forest, 

and Forest Park for the Harlem Avenue Multimodal Bridge Replacement project. It is our hope that 

FY 2016 TIGER program will provide funding to this project as it will create local and regional 

mobility improvements paramount to economic mobility, and community development goals of 

Western Cook County for the 21st Century. 

 

This project will positive impacts for (1) rapid transit, (2) commuter rail, (3) bus, (4) automobile, 

(5) pedestrian, (6) bicycle, and (7) freight traffic enhancing regional mobility, access to jobs, and 

economic competitiveness. The improvement of these facilities improves connections to jobs, 

education institutions, and other regional services. 

 

On behalf of the Illinois House of Representative, I thank you for the opportunity to submit this 

letter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of further assistance. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
La Shawn K. Ford  

State Representative – Eighth District 

CHICAGO OFFICE 

4800 W. CHICAGO AVE. 

CHICAGO, IL 60651 

773.378.5902 OFFICE 

773.378.5903 FAX 

repford@lashawnford.com 

 

CAPITOL OFFICE 

247-E STRATTON BUILDING 

SPRINGFIELD, IL 62706 

217.782.5962 OFFICE 

217.557.4502 FAX 



ILLINOIS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 

          
 
EMANUEL C. WELCH 

            State Representative • 7th District 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Anthony R. Foxx 
Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx: 
 
Please find this letter in support of the grant application from Villages of Oak Park, River Forest, 
and Forest Park for the Harlem Avenue Multimodal Bridge Replacement project.  It is our hope 
that FY 2016 TIGER program will provide funding to this project as it will create local and 
regional mobility improvements paramount to economic, mobility, and community development 
goals of Western Cook County for the 21st Century. 
 
This project will have positive impacts for (1) rapid transit, (2) commuter rail, (3) bus, (4) 
automobile, (5) pedestrian, (6) bicycle, and (7) freight traffic enhancing regional mobility, access 
to jobs, and economic competitiveness.  The improvement of these facilities improves 
connections to jobs, education institutions, and other regional services. 
 
I thank you for the opportunity to submit this letter.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can 
be of further assistance.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Emanuel “Chris” Welch 
State Representative, 7th District  

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
10055 West Roosevelt Road,                   
Suite E 
Westchester, Illinois 60154 
(708) 450-1000 (Office) 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 CAPITOL OFFICE:    
266-S Stratton Building 
Springfield, Illinois 62706 
(217) 782-8120 (Office) 
                                                                                                               
                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
   
  
 
 



       Jim Holland 
       Mayor, Village of Frankfort 
       Executive Board Chairman 

         
       Rahm Emanuel 
       Mayor, City of Chicago 
       Executive Board 1st Vice Chair 
       
       Robert J. Nunamaker 
       President, Village of Fox River Grove 
       Executive Board 2nd Vice Chair 

        
             Joseph Mancino 
             Mayor, Village of Hawthorn Woods 
             Executive Board Secretary 
   

 

April 20, 2016 
 
 
 The Honorable Anthony R. Foxx 
 Secretary of Transportation 
 United States Department of Transportation 
 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
 Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
  Re: Harlem Avenue Multimodal Bridge Replacement TIGER Grant Application 
 
 Dear Secretary Foxx: 
  Please find this letter in support of the grant application from Villages of Oak Park, River Forest  
 and Forest Park for the Harlem Avenue Multimodal Bridge Replacement project.  It is our hope that the  
 next TIGER program will provide funding to this project as it will create local and regional mobility   

improvements paramount to economic, mobility, and community development goals of Western Cook  
 County for the 21st Century.  

 
  This project will have positive impacts for (1) rapid transit, (2) commuter rail, (3) bus, (4) automobile, 
 (5) pedestrian, (6) bicycle, and (7) freight traffic enhancing regional mobility, access to jobs, and economic  
 competitiveness.  The improvement of these facilities improves connections to jobs, education institutions  
 and other regional services.   
       
  On behalf of the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus, I thank you for the opportunity to submit this letter.   
 Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of further assistance. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 

  
 David E. Bennett 
 Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Chicago ∙ DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference ∙ Lake County Municipal League ∙ McHenry County Council of Governments 
Metro West Council of Governments ∙ Northwest Municipal Conference ∙ South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association 

Southwest Conference of Mayors ∙ West Central Municipal Conference ∙ Will County Governmental League 
 

233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 800, Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Tel: 312.201.4505  Fax: 312.454.0411 

www.mayorscaucus.org 

http://www.mayorscaucus.org/




 

Heidi Ruehle-May, President, Pleasant District Association 

c/o Pleasant Home Foundation 

217 Home Avenue 

Oak Park, IL 60302 

 

 

 

21 March 2016 

 

Mr. Anthony R. Foxx 

Secretary of Transportation 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

 

Please find this letter in support of the grant application from the Villages of Oak Park, River Forest and 

Forest Park for the Harlem Avenue Multimodal Bridge Replacement project. It is our hope that the FY 

2016 TIGER program will provide funding to this project as it will create local and regional mobility 

improvements paramount to economic, mobility and community development goals of Western Cook 

County for the 21
st

 Century. 

 

This project will have positive impacts for (1) rapid transit, (2) commuter rail, (3) bus, (4) automobile, (5) 

pedestrian, (6) bicycle and (7) freight traffic enhancing regional mobility, access to jobs and economic 

competitiveness. The improvement of these facilities improves connections to jobs, educational 

institutions and other regional services. 

 

On behalf of the Pleasant District Association, I thank you for the opportunity to submit this letter. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of further assistance. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Heidi Ruehle-May, President 

Pleasant District Association of Oak Park, Illinois 
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