
 
 
 

 
Resolutions & Letters of Support 
 
Village of Oak Park Resolution in support of an application for a United States 
Department of Transportation Tiger Discretionary Grant 
 
Village of Forest Park Resolution in support of an application for a United States 
Department of Transportation Tiger Discretionary Grant 
 
Village of River Forest Resolution in support of an application for a United States 
Department of Transportation Tiger Discretionary Grant 
 
Randall Blankenhorn, Secretary 
Illinois Department of Transportation 
 
Liisa Lawson Stark 
Union Pacific Railroad 
 
Joseph Szabo, Executive Director  
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning  
 
The Honorable La Shawn K. Ford 
Illinois House of Representatives 
 
Shannon Williams, Executive Director 
Downtown Oak Park 
 
Heidi Ruehle-May, President 
Pleasant District Association 
 







RESOLUTION 17-17

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF AN APPLICATION FOR A UNITED
STATES DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TIGER

DISCRETIONARY GRANT

WHEREAS, the Villages of River Forest, Oak Park, and Forest Park share

jurisdictional boundaries at the location of the Harlem Avenue viaduct; and

WHEREAS, in addition the area serves a major transportation corridor for vehicles,

Union Pacific, Metra, and the Chicago Transit Authority; and

WHEREAS, the Villages of River Forest, Oak Park, and Forest Park have been

previously awarded a grant to study the feasibility of improving the Harlem Avenue

viaduct; and

WHEREAS, the Villages of River Forest, Oak Park, and Forest Park agree that the

improvements in the study should be constructed and now seek federal assistance to

ensure the project can be accomplished to protect the health, safety and welfare of the

communities.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of Trustees of

the Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois, as follows:

Section 1: The Village Board supports the application for a United States

Department of Transportation TIGER Discretionary Act grant for improvements at the

Harlem Avenue viaduct in conjunction with the Villages of Oak Park and Forest Park.

Section 2: The Village Administrator is authorized to act on behalf of the Village

in the execution of documents relating to the application of the grant.

Section 3: This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its

passage, by a vote of a majority of the Corporate Authorities.



Passed on a roll call vote of the Corporate Authorities on the 9th day of October, 2017.

AYES: Trustees Corsini, Conti, Henek, Gibbs, Cargie, and Vazquez

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None

APPROVED by me this 9th day of October, 2017

Village President

ATTEST:

Deputy Village Clerk



 
 
October 11, 2017 
 
Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE, 9th Floor 
Washington, D.C.  20590-9898 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) supports the Village of Oak 
Park’s 2017 “Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery 
(TIGER IX)” grant program application. The application seeks $22.2 million in 
federal TIGER funds for the “Harlem Avenue Multimodal Bridge Project” 
project. The total cost of the project is $27.7 million, which will be matched 
with $5.5 million in non-federal funds. 
 
The project consists of the replacement of the existing 115-year-old bridge 
(the existing underpass structure at Harlem Avenue) and the removal of the 
center and curb-line columns. The Villages of Oak Park, River Forest, and 
Forest Park intersect the project location. The project is truly intermodal in 
nature and will upgrade and replace a vital piece of infrastructure serving 
several transportation modes including automobiles, Chicago Transit Authority 
(CTA) trains, Metra commuter rail, several CTA and Pace bus routes, freight 
traffic and pedestrian and bicycle traffic. 
 
The bridge in its current configuration is a pinch point for automobiles, buses, 
and trucks, which restricts access through the local retail corridor extending 
from Madison to Lake Street. The roadway under the bridge consists of four 
ten-foot lanes and has a posted vertical clearance of 14 feet (trucks 
periodically strike the bridge). The low clearance and pier columns of the 
bridge create a serious safety hazard.  
 
Again, IDOT supports the City’s request for TIGER funds for this project.  
Please contact me if you have any questions or need additional information. 
 
     Sincerely, 
 

 
     Randall S. Blankenhorn 
     Secretary 
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