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What is Climate 
Ready Oak Park?
a comprehensive and long-
range plan that provides an 
aspirational vision, concrete 
commitments and goals, and 
detailed actions to become a 
more sustainable and resilient 
community



The Process
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The Partners



The Partners
• 17,673 unique website users
• 61,070 total website visits
• 91 DIY meeting kit downloads
• 585 survey responses
• 308 map comments
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What are your priorities for combating climate change in Oak Park? (up to 3)



The Structure: Impact Areas

Energy Use in 
Buildings & Housing

Transportation Extreme Weather & 
Resiliency

Community Health & 
Environmental Quality

Sustainable Economic 
Development

Healthy & Sustainable 
Food

Waste Reduction Parks, Plants, & 
Biodiversity



The Structure

Climate Ready Oak Park is organized by Impact Area. 
Each Impact Area contains 1-7 overarching goals. 
Each goal contains specific, implementation actions
with a timeline, cost range, and lead implementor. 



The Vulnerability Assessment: 
Climate Vulnerability Index

Existing Conditions & Vulnerability Assessment (arcgis.com)

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0e9409d4dc20452bbbee6fc35df0ff81


The Vulnerability Assessment: 
Social Vulnerability Index

Existing Conditions & Vulnerability Assessment (arcgis.com)

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0e9409d4dc20452bbbee6fc35df0ff81








The Goals
• Decrease community-wide greenhouse gas emissions by 60% 

by 2030, relative to 2019 emission levels.
• Achieve community-wide net zero greenhouse gas emissions 

by 2050.
• Establish 30% of Oak Park's land as green infrastructure or 

enhanced park management for native plants, wildlife, and 
people.

• Direct 40% of public climate and sustainability dollars to 
the most vulnerable and impacted community members.

• Partner with frontline organizations and the most impacted 
community members to create climate and sustainability 
policies and programs.



The Public-Facing Platform

www.oak-park.us/climateplan

https://www.sustainoakpark.com/oak-parks-climate-action


EEC Charter

2-21-2: DUTIES:

The Commission shall advise the Board of Trustees with regard to the following: energy-related

matters of concern to the Village; methods of promoting energy efficiency and energy

conservation for the Village government and Village residents; the best methods of maintaining

an environment beneficial to the Village and as free from pollution as is practical and is

reasonable; methods to promote recycling and reduce waste in the Village; and solid waste

management-related matters generally in the Village. (Ord. 1997-0-32, 8-4-97)



Work Plan Opportunities
Energy, Pollution, Waste: 
1. Policy working group
2. Program Design working group / beta testing
3. Communications strategy / amplification
4. Community engagement strategy / ambassador
5. Community event planning / tabling 





Building Energy Actions: 
2023
No. Action
AE01 Conduct an Equity Impact Analysis, authentic community 

engagement, and user-centered design for Village housing and 
building assistance programs funded by public dollars.

AE03 Dedicate at least 40 percent of Community Choice Aggregation 
revenue to clean energy and climate retrofits for highly vulnerable 
community members.

EE01 Establish and implement an energy stretch code for new 
construction and major renovations that requires enhanced 
building system performance, electrification, and readiness for on-
site solar energy and electric vehicle (EV) charging.

EE02 Adopt enhanced building performance standards for energy, 
water, waste, and resiliency, for developments receiving Village 
funding or approval, as allowed by State statute. Include priority 
criteria to reduce building emissions and energy use and 
incorporate into capital planning, operations, and maintenance 
decisions 



Building Energy Actions: 
2023

No. Action
EN03 Set a goal to transition natural gas units in all existing buildings 

across the Village to electric units. Include language in all projects 
with Village involvement or funds addressing building energy use

EN04 Invest in socially and environmentally responsible IT technology. 
Offset data storage using nature-based carbon sequestration

BD06 Implement an enhanced "one-stop shop" program to provide 
coordinated energy, resiliency, and health housing retrofits for 
highly vulnerable community members. Include terms to maintain 
permanent affordability.

BD08 Pursue funding to study the feasibility of district heat/geothermal 
energy networks to replace gas heat on a neighborhood- or 
community-wide basis.





Health & EQ Actions: 2023

No. Action
CH01 Conduct an Equity Impact Analysis, authentic community 

engagement, and user-centered design, for environmental health 
and drinking water programs funded by public dollars.

CH02 Coordinate with the Oak Park IPLAN to support public health 
services and programs related to climate resiliency and 
sustainability.

NI03 Implement a policy and program to transition lawn care to use 
quiet, zero-emissions equipment.

DW06 Identify options to create an equitable and affordable full lead 
service line replacement program for low- and moderate-income 
residents. 

DW07 Identify options to adopt a progressive water/sewer rate structure 
and water conservation program that increases affordability for 
lower-income residents. 





Waste Reduction Actions: 2023

No. Action
WR01 Conduct an Equity Impact Analysis, authentic community 

engagement, and user-centered design, for waste management 
and procurement policies and programs funded by public dollars.

WR03 Identify options to change waste programs to a progressive rate 
structure that increases affordability for lower-income residents. 

WG03 Include a priority criterion to reduce waste into capital planning, 
operations, and maintenance decisions and set a percent goal for 
waste reduction community-wide.

PP02 Expand the Retail Single Use Bag ordinance to include all retail 
establishments. Review the current fee structure. 





CROP Implementation Actions: 
2023
No. Action
AC01 Celebrate an annual Earth Day to May Day multi-day festival, with 

collaboration across organizations, community groups, and local 
artists to recognize and encourage sustainable action.

AC02 Launch a local arts and social media initiative to communicate 
climate science and inspire action across community groups.

CR02 Update communications to point toward resources for 
institutions, businesses, and community groups interested in 
deepening their commitment to sustainability.

CS01 Implement and participate in advocacy campaigns for local, state 
and federal climate action policies and programs that further 
sustainability, climate action, and resiliency.
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