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RESOLUTION 17-17

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF AN APPLICATION FOR A UNITED
STATES DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TIGER

DISCRETIONARY GRANT

WHEREAS, the Villages of River Forest, Oak Park, and Forest Park share

jurisdictional boundaries at the location of the Harlem Avenue viaduct; and

WHEREAS, in addition the area serves a major transportation corridor for vehicles,

Union Pacific, Metra, and the Chicago Transit Authority; and

WHEREAS, the Villages of River Forest, Oak Park, and Forest Park have been

previously awarded a grant to study the feasibility of improving the Harlem Avenue

viaduct; and

WHEREAS, the Villages of River Forest, Oak Park, and Forest Park agree that the

improvements in the study should be constructed and now seek federal assistance to

ensure the project can be accomplished to protect the health, safety and welfare of the

communities.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of Trustees of

the Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois, as follows:

Section 1: The Village Board supports the application for a United States

Department of Transportation TIGER Discretionary Act grant for improvements at the

Harlem Avenue viaduct in conjunction with the Villages of Oak Park and Forest Park.

Section 2: The Village Administrator is authorized to act on behalf of the Village

in the execution of documents relating to the application of the grant.

Section 3: This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its

passage, by a vote of a majority of the Corporate Authorities.



Passed on a roll call vote of the Corporate Authorities on the 9th day of October, 2017.

AYES: Trustees Corsini, Conti, Henek, Gibbs, Cargie, and Vazquez

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None

APPROVED by me this 9th day of October, 2017

Village President

ATTEST:

Deputy Village Clerk



 
 
October 11, 2017 
 
Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE, 9th Floor 
Washington, D.C.  20590-9898 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) supports the Village of Oak 
Park’s 2017 “Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery 
(TIGER IX)” grant program application. The application seeks $22.2 million in 
federal TIGER funds for the “Harlem Avenue Multimodal Bridge Project” 
project. The total cost of the project is $27.7 million, which will be matched 
with $5.5 million in non-federal funds. 
 
The project consists of the replacement of the existing 115-year-old bridge 
(the existing underpass structure at Harlem Avenue) and the removal of the 
center and curb-line columns. The Villages of Oak Park, River Forest, and 
Forest Park intersect the project location. The project is truly intermodal in 
nature and will upgrade and replace a vital piece of infrastructure serving 
several transportation modes including automobiles, Chicago Transit Authority 
(CTA) trains, Metra commuter rail, several CTA and Pace bus routes, freight 
traffic and pedestrian and bicycle traffic. 
 
The bridge in its current configuration is a pinch point for automobiles, buses, 
and trucks, which restricts access through the local retail corridor extending 
from Madison to Lake Street. The roadway under the bridge consists of four 
ten-foot lanes and has a posted vertical clearance of 14 feet (trucks 
periodically strike the bridge). The low clearance and pier columns of the 
bridge create a serious safety hazard.  
 
Again, IDOT supports the City’s request for TIGER funds for this project.  
Please contact me if you have any questions or need additional information. 
 
     Sincerely, 
 

 
     Randall S. Blankenhorn 
     Secretary 





 

 

 

 

 

 

October 13, 2017 

 

 

The Honorable Elaine Chao 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC  20590 

 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

 

Please find this letter in support of the grant application from Villages of Oak 

Park, River Forest, and Forest Park for the Harlem Avenue Multimodal Bridge 

Replacement project.  It is our hope that FY 2017 TIGER program will provide 

funding to this project as it will create local and regional mobility 

improvements paramount to economic, mobility, and community development 

goals of Western Cook County for the 21st Century.  

 

This project will have positive impacts for (1) rapid transit, (2) commuter rail, 

(3) bus, (4) automobile, (5) pedestrian, (6) bicycle, and (7) freight traffic 

enhancing regional mobility, access to jobs, and economic competitiveness.  

The improvement of these facilities improves connections to jobs, education 

institutions, and other regional services.         

 

On behalf of the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP), I thank 

you for the opportunity to submit this letter.  Please do not hesitate to contact 

me if I can be of further assistance. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Joseph C. Szabo 

Executive Director 

 

MP:JCS/stk 







Congress of the United States
House of Representatives

Washington, D.C.

Danny K. Davis
7  District - Illinoisth

October 16, 2017

Ms. Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

Please accept this communique as a letter in support of the grant application from Villages of Oak
Park, River Forest, and Forest Park for the Harlem Avenue Multimodal Bridge Replacement project. 
It is our hope that FY 2017 TIGER program will provide funding to this project as it will create local
and regional mobility improvements paramount to economic, mobility, and community development
goals of Western Cook County for the 21  Century. st

This project will have positive impacts for (1) rapid transit, (2) commuter rail, (3) bus, (4)
automobile, (5) pedestrian, (6) bicycle, and (7) freight traffic enhancing regional mobility, access to
jobs, and economic competitiveness.  The improvement of these facilities improves connections to
jobs, education institutions, and other regional services. 

I trust the application will receive all due consideration. 

Sincerely,

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

DKD:ic
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CONSTITUENT SERVICE OFFICE 
 

     6941-B  W. NORTH AVENUE 

     OAK PARK, ILLINOIS 60302 

     PHONE:  (708) 848-2002 

     FAX:   (708) 848-2022 

 

SPRINGFIELD OFFICE 
 

     329 CAPITOL BUILDING 

     SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 62706 

     PHONE:   (217) 782-8176 

     FAX:   (217) 558-6013 

 

DHARMON@SENATEDEM.IILLINOIS.GOV 

WWW.DONHARMON.ORG 

 

ILLINOIS STATE SENATE 
 

 
 

SENATOR DON HARMON 

PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 
 

39TH DISTRICT 

 

 

COMMITTEES: 
   

     EXECUTIVE – CHAIRMAN 
 

     ASSIGNMENTS  
 

     JUDICIARY 
 

      

JOINT COMMITTEE  

     ADMINISTRATIVE RULES  

     Co -Chairman 

      

 

      

 

 

                                                                  October 16, 2017 
 

 

 

The Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

 

I write in support of the 2017 TIGER Grant application submitted by the Villages 

of Oak Park, River Forest and Forest Park, Illinois, for the Harlem Avenue Multimodal 

Bridge Replacement project.  If received, these funds will be dedicated to replacing the 

existing overpass bridge over Harlem Avenue, a principal arterial for western suburbs 

of Chicago.   

 

 Originally constructed in 1911, the current bridge configuration leads to 

congestion and inefficiencies for existing traffic patterns, and restricts access through 

the commercial corridors on the north and south sides of the intersection. Pedestrian 

facilities at the site are not ADA compliant and deteriorating sidewalks discourage 

pedestrian activity.   

 

To address these problems, the proposed project includes the removal of the 

center and curbline columns.  The roadway will also be widened to accommodate two 

10-foot travel lanes in each direction, plus a new left turning lane.  Pavements will be 

lowered to achieve a vertical clearance under the bridge of 14 feet, 9 inches.  

Intersection improvements will allow for increased capacity and safer operations for 

vehicles, pedestrians, bicycles, buses and trucks, which will enhance access to jobs, 



2 

 

educational institutions and commercial districts.  Total project cost is estimated at 

roughly $28 million.  Project proponents are requesting an approximately $22 million 

TIGER grant to supplement a combined local match of $6 million.   

 

Please accept this letter in support of the TIGER application submitted by these 

communities.  Thank you in advance for your consideration.   
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